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The XXIII. Chapter of the Conf i on. 
of Faith. 


Of the Civil Magitrat: 


j OD, the Sup reme Lord and King 
i 088 all the World, hath m_ 
Civil Magiſtrates to be under him; 
cover the People, for his own Glo- 
ry, and the Publick Good ; and, to this End, 


hath armed them. * Power ofthsSword, 
or 


2 kB 
for the Defence and 3 of them 
that are good, and for the Puniſhment of Evil- 
Doers. N —_ 

II. It is lawful for Chriſtians to accept and 
execute the Office of a Magiſtrate, when cal- 


led thereunto: In the managing whereof, as 


they 1 eſpecially to maintain Piety, Ju- 
ſtice, and Peace, according to the wholſom 
Laws of each Common-wealth; fo, for that 
End, they may lawfully, now under the New 
Teſtament, wage War upon juſt and neceſſary 
Occaſions, | 8 6560 
III. The Civil Magiſtrate may not aſſume 
to himſelf the Adminiſtration of the Word and 
Sacraments, or the Power of the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven: Vet he hath Authority, 
and it is his Duty, to take Order, that Unity 
and Peace be preſerved in the Church, that the 
Truth of God be kept pure and entire, that 
all Blaſphemies and Hereſies be ſuppreſſed, all 
Corruptions and Abuſes in Worſhip and Diſ- 
cipline prevented or reformed; and all the Or- 
dinances of God duly ſettled, adminiſtred, and 
obſerved, For the better effecting whereof, 
he hath Power to call Synods, to be preſent 


at them, and to provide that whatſoever is 
tranſacted in them be according to the Mind 


of God. Be a 
IV. It is the Duty of People to pray for 
Magiſtrates, to honour their Perſons, to pay 
them Tribute and other Dues, to obey their 
law ful 


cc 


65 
lawful Commands, and to be fue to their 
Authority, for Conſcience Sake. Infidelity, 


or Difference in Religion, doth not make void 


the Magiſtrate's juſt and legal Authority, nor 
free the People from their due Obedience to 
him: From which Ecclefiaftical Perſons are 
not exempted ; much leſs hath the Pope any 
Power or Juriſdiction over them in their Do- 


minions, or over any of their People; and leaſt 


of all to deprive them of their Dominions of 
Lives, if he ſhall judge them to be Hereticks, 
or upon any other Pretence whatloeyer, 


N. B. None is admitted into any of the Or- 

ders or Offices of the Church, &c. who 
do not to this Day Jueſcribe this N 1 
ſion of Faith. 


E 


II. 


An Excerpt from Seſſion 105 "Als 


guſt 17th, 1643, from the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly's Approbation of the 


League and Covenant preſented 40 


them. 


A ND having taken the fame, as a Mat- 


” ter of ſo public K Concernment; and 
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of ſo deep Importance, doth require, into 


their graveſt Confideration, did, with all 


their Hearts, and with the Beginnings of 
the Feelings of that Joy, which they did 
find in ſo great Meaſure upon the Renova- 
tion of the National Covenant of this Kirk 
and Kingdom, all with, one Voice approve 
and embrace the ſame, as the moſt power- 
ful Mean, by the Bleſſing of GO D, for 
ſettling and preſerving the true Proteſtant 
Religion, with perfect Peace in His Maje- 
ſty's Dominions, and propagating the ſame 


to other Nations, AND- FOR ESTABLISH= 


ING His MajesTY's ThRONE TO ALL 
AGES AND GENERATIONS, ” 


N. B. This Af is ſubjoined to mamy Edi- 


ions of the Conſeſſion of Faith. 
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Fi Para raph P the Rigel and 
plats . 4. Warning concerning pre- 
ſent Dangers and Duties, from the 
Commilſh 1oners of the General Aſ- 
ſembly, unto all the Members of this 
Kirk, Printed at e 1650. 


N the next Place, As the Paviamont of 
this Kingdom have taken Care for put- 
ting the Land in a Poſture of Defence, ſo we 
hope, that none ſhall be ſo negligent. of their 
Duty, and ſo inſenſible of their Danger, as 


not to give chearful Obedience to the lawful 


Commands of their Superious in thoſe 'Things 
that concern the Security of Religion, and 

Peace of the Kingdom, and that are neceſ- 
ſary for the Defence of the Cauſe and of their 
native Country; but that every Man, in his 
Station and Calling will willingly and chear- 
fully acquit himſelf in the diligent and faithful 


Performance of all the Duties that relate un- 
to thoſe Ends. 

It is far from our Meaning, that any who 
are tainted with Malignancy and Diiaffection. 


to the Work of GOD, ſhould be allowed or © 
| Yo * 


8) 


permitted to aſſociate or join themſelves toge- 


ther by Parties in Arms, much leſs do we mean 

that we ſhould aſſociate and join with them, 
or that they ſhould be employed or made uſe 
of, or countenanced or permitted to be in our 
Armies. The Lord hath ſo far cleared his 
Mind, both by his Word and Works againſt 
theſe Things, that they are very blind who are 
not convinced herein; and we have made fo 
ſolemn publick Conſeſſion of this Sin, that re- 
lates unto Malignants, and ſo ſolemnly engaged 
ourſelyes againſt the ſame, that they among us, 
who ſhould again hazard upon it, ſhould ſeem 
to be deſperately peryerſe: It were not only 


to give great Ground of Encouragement to the 


Sectaries, before whom Malignants have alrea- 
dy fo often fled and fallen, but to diſcourage 
the Hearts, and weaken the Hands of Men of 


Integrity and Godlineſs, who could hardly ex- 


pect a Bleſſing in the Fellowſhip of ſuch; nay, 
it were from the Words of our own former 
Confeſfion and Engagement unto Duties, to 
proclaim a Judgment againit the Land, till it 
were conſumed without Remedy. We are 
therefore bold, in the LORD's Name, to 


warn the Honourable Eſtates of Parliament, 


and all whom it concerns in the Land, that they 
may be far from ſuch a Thing, and that they 
may take Care in their reſpective Places and 
Stations, to purge Judicatories, and Commits 
tees, of all ſcandalous and diſaffected Men, and 

ot ſpeedily 


wh AL _ aw Jy worm a + wag % " 9 "ly ̃ l... Us ON 5 


ſpeedily and effectually to go about the remo- 


ving, and purging out from the Army all Men 
of a ſcandalous Converſation, and of queſtion- 
able Integrity and Affection in the Cauſe of 
GOD; and that they employ none but ſuch 
as are of a blameleſs Converſation, and of ap- 


proven Integrity in the LOR Ds Work: It 


ſhall be a Shame for any in this Land, to be 
ſo faithleſs and unbelieving, as becauſe of the 
Scarceneſs of Men, to make uſe of others than 


ſuch as are thus qualified. The LORD hath 


not only ſpoken it in his Word, and verified 
it in his Works in the Days of Old; but hat! 
let us ſee it with our own Eyes, that it is all 

one with him to faye with few or with many, 
and that a few, whom GOD will countenance, 
are more worth than many againſt-whom he 


hath a Controyerſy, 


N. B. This Act was made a few Months 


before the fatal Battle of Dunbar; aur 
own Troops at preſent are made up genes 
rally of thoſe of the Epiſcopal Perſua- 
fron, who, it is ſaid, are guilty of habi- 
tual Swearing, and much Profanity A. 
for our Auxiliaries, they are compoſed of 
many religious Papiſts, Lutherans, Sc. 
and it is ſaid, they are great Breakers 

ef the Satbath-day. 
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IV. 


Declaration of the General Aſſembl y, 
at the Weſt.- Kirk, on the 13th Day 
of Augüuͤſt, in the Tear, 16 50. 


| HE Commiſſioners of the General A 
ſembly conſidering, there may be juſt 
Grounds of ſtumbling from the King's Maje- 
ſtyẽ's refuſing to ſubſcribe and emit the Decla- 
ration, offer'd to him by the Commiſſioners of 
the General Aſſembly, concerning his former 
Carriage, and Reſolutions for the future, in 
Reference to the Cauſe of GOD, and the E- 
nemies end Friends thereof, do hereby' declare, 
That the Kirk and Kingdom do not own or 
t eſpouſe any malignant Party, or Quarrel, or 
Intereſt; but that they fight merely upon 
« their former Grounds and Promiſes, and in 
Defence of the Cauſe of GOD, and of the 
„Kingdom, as they have done theſe Twelve 
« Years paſt; and therefore, as they did diſ- 
« claim all the Sin and the Guilt of the King, 
or his Houſe, ſo they will not own him, nor 
« his Intercſt, otherwiſe than in Subordina- 
« tion to GOD, and ſo far as he owns and 
« proſecutes the Cauſe of GOD, and diſclaims 
„his and his Father's Oppoſition to the 4 * 


6 

& of GOD, and to the CLE and like- | 
4 wiſe to all the Enemies thereof; and that 
they will, with convenient Speed, take in- 
« to Conſideration the Papers lately ſent unto 
them from Oliver Cromwell, and vindicate 
c themſelves from all the Falſhood contain d 
therein, eſpecially in thoſe Things wherein 
* the Quarrel betwixt us and that Party is 
miſtated, as if we own d the late King's Pro- 
2 ceedings, and were reſolyed to Mex" and 
a | maintain his preſent Majeſty's Intereſt, before 
* 


Lang 
* 


* and without Acknowledgment of the Sins of 
his Houſe and former Ways and Satisfaction 


J ; 9 . * 


„Te Addreſs of Thanks, by the Preb yte⸗ 
r | rian Miniſters to ak JAMES "Fre 
nj VII on Account of the Indulgence, 


e A. Edinburgh the 21ft Day f July, in = 
Tear, 168 7 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, Wee 
E your Majeſty's moſt Loyal Sub 
jects, the Miniſters of the Frechy- 
terian Perſuaſion ih your ancient 
$ Kingdom of Scotland; from the deep Senſe we . 


K * of your Majeſty's gracious and ſurprizing Fa- 
f B your, 


1 ” © 9 8 People in both Einem 7 e 


| Presbyter iaus in 
nions:) And, by 


1 3 


vour, in not only putinga Stop to our Tong fad 


Sufferings for Nonconformity, but granting us 
the Liberty of the publick and peaceable Exer- 
ciſe of our Minifterial Function, without any 
hazard; as we bleſs the great GOD, who hath 


put this in your royal Heart, do withal find our 


ſelves bound in Duty to offer our moſt humble 


and hearty Thanks to your Sacred Majeſty ; the 


Favour beſtowed being to us, and all the People 
of our Perſuaſion, valuable above all our earthly 
Comforts : Eſpecially, ſince we have Ground 
from your Majeſty to believe, That our Loy- 
alty is not, to be queſtioned upon the Account 


of our being Presbyteriaus; who, as we have 
amidſt all former Temptations endeayoured, 10 


ae firmly reſolved ſtill to preſerve an intire 
oyalty in our Doctrine a 

to the holy Scriptures, are contained in 

the Confeſſion of Faith, generally owned, by 

all your Majeſty's Domi- 

the Help of GOD, ſo to de- 


mean outſelycs, as your Majeſty may find Cauſe 
rather to enlarge, than to diminiſh your. Fa- 
vours towards us: Throughly perſuading our 


ſelves from your Majeſty's Juſtice and 


neſs, That, it we ſhall at any Time be gther- 
wiſe repreſented, your Majeſty will not give 
Credit to tuch Information, until you take due 
Cognition thereof: And humbly beſeeching 
that thoſe who promote any diſloyal Princi- 


Practice, (conſo- 
_ "nant to our known Principles, which, accor- 


13 
ples * Practices, (as we do diſown them) may 
be looked upon as none of ours, whatſoe ver 
Name they may aſſume to themſelves. 

May it pleaſe your moſt excellent Majeſty, 
graciouſly to accept this our humble Addreſs, 
as proceeding from the Plainneſs and Sincerity 
of loyal and thankful Hearts, much engaged 
by this your Royal Favour, to continue our 
feryent Prayers to the King of Kings for, Di- 
vine Illumination and Conduct, with all o- 
ther Bleſſings Spiritual and Temporal, ever to 
attend your Royal Perſon and Government; 
which is the greateſt Duty can be rendred to 
your Majeſty, by "I 
To our Majeſty' s moſt Humble, od Fai YL 4 9 

and moſi Obedieut Swe „ 


Subſcribed i in our own Names, aud in the Nile. 
of the veſt of the Brethren of en our ROK 
a. a wa Deſire. 


. + 
Addreſs 


VI. 


Addreſs of the Inhabitants 4 Edin- 
burgh and the Canongate, of the 
Presbyterian Perſuaſian to King 


James the VII. on the Jane: « Ac. 


count. 


At Edinburgh the 21ſt Day of Jaly, in the 
Tear, 1687. 


mn *F it pleaſe your moſt fred Majeſty, 
E cannot find ſuitable Expreſſions to 


= 4 ' evidence our moſt humble and grate- 
j ful Acknowledgments, for your Ma- 
l jeſty's late gracious Declaration, by which we 

are happily delivered of many fad and grievous 


Burdens we have long 4 under; and (all 
Reſtraints, to our great Joy, being taken off) 


are allowed the free and peaceable publick 


Exerciſe of our Religion, a Mercy which is 
dearer to us than our Lives and Fortunes. 
Could we open our Hearts, your Majeſty 
1 would undoubtedly ſee what deep Senſe and 
true Zeal for your Service, ſo ſurprizing and 
* ſignal a Fayour hath imprinted on our Spi- 
ch for which, we reckon our ſelves hig ghly 
oblige (throwing our ſelyes at your 8 $ 
7 cet) 


. r ©” pr ue WO: - 


ä 
Feet) to retum your moſt Excellent Majeſty 
our moſt humble, dutiful, and hearty Thanks 
And we deſire rom to aſſure your Majeſty, 
That as the Principles of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, which to our Confeſhron of 
e | Faith we profeſs, obligeth us all the Days of 
9 our Lives to that intire Loyalty and Duty to 
- | your s Perſon and Goyernment, ay 
chat 20 Difference of Rehigi — fo 
we hope, and thro GO 's Affiftance, ſhall 
ſtill Endeavour ———— — 
Practice, in ſuch Manner, as ſhall Evidence to 
| the World the Truth and Sincerity of our 
Loyalty and Gratitude, and make it appear, 
that there is no betwiat true 
ty and Presbyterian Phincs les: 
Great STR! We humbly offer our dutiful 
and faithful Aſſurances, that as we hae not 
been hitherto wanting in that great Duty, 
which our Confciences bind upon un to prey. 
for your ; ſo this late refreſhing and 
unexpected avour will much more engage us 
in great Sincerity, men 
our Defires, to the GOD of Heayen, by 
whom Kings Reign, and Princes 3 Ju- 
ſtice, to bleſs your Royal Majefty's Perſon and 
Government; and after a happy and comfort- 
able Reign on Earth to Crown r 


INCOT- 


— w 8 
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incorruptable Crown of as. Sh 
which moſt ardently prayed a, by, ers 
Moſt Dread Sovereign, | 


un Mejeſt 'smoſ Humble, molt Loyal, 710 
_ Bu % and. moſt Obedient Subjet . 


(34 -v 


ae in eu own Names, and by Order 


terian Perſuaſion, within your City of E- 
e er "i and * | 


e 


Ve Bumble Ai f 75 Presb yte- 


- rigns in England, preſented to King 
oh II. on the 1 Account. 


* 


mY Hu 1 r., : Mr. n Tos 
Mr. CHESTER, | | Mr. FRANKLIN, 
Mr. SLaTzs, |\| Mr. Dear, and 
„ . n 
or. Ro8WELL, e 


May it pleaſe your maſt ſac at Mig, 
O believe the Thankfulneſs of our 


; Hearts, beyond any Expreſſions of 


!,& our Lips or Pens, for your moſt gra- 
cious 


«Pp the Citizens and Inhabitants of the Preſ- 
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cious Declaration * Liberty for us, in the 


Worſhip of GOD, which we truſt we ſhall 
ever value above our Property, as that with- 
out which we could enjoy nothing, which we 
could call our on, with the greateſt Uneaſi- 
neſs imaginable: But your Majeſty having 
in the fame Declaration alſo ſecured that unto 
us, both by your Royal Hord and AF: What 
could your Majeſty have done more for us? 
Or what is left for us further to ask of the 
King? And, for as much as, it hath pleaſed 
your moſt Excellent Majeſty, to give this ſafe 
Port to your poor Subjects, ſo long toffed 
with Tempeſts, and juſtly to believe, that 
Loyalty is not entailed to a Party, as we hope, 
we ſhall ever juſtify the Credit, which your = 
Majeſty's Charity in tliat Point hath glyen us! 
So we ſhall not ceaſe to bow our Knees to the 
GOD whom we ſerve, and by whom Kings 
Reign, beſeeching him to recompenſe this Roy- 
al Fayour to your Majeſty, with Length of 
Days, uninterrupted Health, Felicity in your 
Royal Relations, Sueceſs in your eat Coun- 
cils and Affairs, and finally, with the moſt 
glorious Liberty of the Sons of EO, hear- 
tily crying, as With one M Let the King 
live for ever. * 
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VIII. 
A Paragraph from the National Co- 


venant, ſhewing the Sentiments of 


the Church of Scotland, and all 
the Subſcribers to that Covenant 
touching Occaſional and Hypocriti 
cal Conformity. 


ND ſeeing that many are ſtirred up by 
Satan, that Roman Antichriſt, to pro- 
- miſe, ſwear, ſubſcribe, and, for a Time, 


"+ the holy Sacraments in the Kirk deceit- | 
fully, 


againſt their own Conſcience 3 minding 
hereby, firſt, under the external Cloke of Re- 
ligion, to corrupt and ſubvert ſecretly GO D's 


true Religion, within the Kirk and afterward, 


when Time may ſerve, to become open E- 
2 and Toon ofthe ſame, under vain 


1 © the Pope's Diſpenſation, deviſed againſt 
the 


ord of G D, to his greater Confuſion, and 


'4 their double Condemnation in the Day of the 
Lord Jeſus: We therefore, willing to take 
away all * of Hypocriſy, and of ſuch 
double Dea 


ing with GOD and his Kirk, 
Proteſt, and call the Searcher of all Hearts for 


Witneſs, That our Minds and Hearts do fully 


agree with this our Confeſſion, Promiſe, Oath, 
| | and 
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and Subſcription; A has we are not moved 
with any worldly Reſpect, but are perſuaded 
only in our Conſcience, thro' the Know- 
ledge and Love of GO 's true Religion, im- 
printed in our Hearts by the holy Spirit, as 
we ſhall anſwer to him in the Day when the 
Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be diſeloſed. 


0 


Lord Lanſdown's Speech in the Houſe 
of Peers, upon the Bill brought in- 
to the Houſe by Lord Stanhope; 
for repealing the Ad a againſt Oeca- 
ſional Conformity; in the _ 
of December 1718. 


My Torde, 


AVING never treſp fed. on your Pas 
tience before, I — hope for the 
readier Excuſe, if I trouble you for 
once; and I give my Word, that no Indul- 
gence ' ſhall encourage me to make a Caſtor, 
ont. - 

TI always anderflcod that the Toleration was. 


meant as an Eaſe to tender Conſciences, and 


not an Indulgence to hardned ones. The Act 
to prevent Occaſional 1 corrects we” 
| ne - 


x =» 20 | 
ly a particular Crime of particular Men; 
concerns no other Set of Diſſenters, but thoſe 
Followers of Judas, who came to the Lory's 
Supper to ſell and betray him: This Crime, 
however palliated or defended, even by ſome 
Reverend Fathers of the Church, is no lets 
than making the GOD of Trath, as it were, 
in Perſon, ſubſervient to Acts of Fiypocriſy ; 
no leſs than ſacrificing the Myſtical Body and 
Blood of our SaviouR to worldly and ſiniſter 
Purpoſes. An Impiety of the higheſt Nature, 
which, in Juſtice, calls for Correction, and, in 
Charity, for Prevention  _ | 
The bare receiving the holy Euchariſt, could 


never be intended ſimply as a Qualification for 


an Office, but as an open Declaration, and in- 
dubitable Proof of being a ſincere Member of 
the Church. Whoever preſumes to receive it 
with any other View, profanes it, and may be 

laid to Lek his Preferment in this World, by 
eating and drinking to his own Damnation in 
the next. 77 

It is, very ſurpriſing, to hear the Merit of 
Diſſenters ſo highly extolled and magnified 
within theſe Walls; ſor who is he amongſt 


us, that cannot tell of ſome Anceſtor, either 


ſequeſter'd or murdered by them. It is noto- 
riouſly known, that they brought the Royal 
Martyr to the Block; but to extenuate that 
Guilt in Favour of the Presbyterians, it ſeems 
do be inſinuated by a learned Lord, that they 


per- 
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Plots, and ſometimes with real ones. 


| fins» 

performed good Offices 2 laſt, and were In- 
ſtruments of the Reſtoration. What Offices? 
what Inſtruments? upon what Terms did they 
reſort to the King? Upon no better than their 
Brethren the Scots had invited him before, to 
have an inſignificant Tool of a King, a Cypher 
of a King, to walk in their Leading-Strings; 
to reſtore Themſelves, not Him to Dominion, 
was their only Aim; they groaned under the 
Oppreſſion of other Sectaries, aſter having 
been themſelves the greateſt Oppreſſors of 
Mankind; nor had they any other Means of 
arriving at Deliverance, or Revenge rather, 
but by recovering Royal Power under a no- 
minal King, This General Monk well knew, 
who was privy to their Intrigues ; and hence 
aroſe all the Difficulties that incumbered Him 
in the Proſecution of his own Scheme: He 
was under a Neceſſity of making Uſe of their 
Diſcontent, and could neither entirely truſt 
nor throw them off: But that the Monarchy 
was reſtored free and independent, the Church 
re-eſtabliſhed pure and undefiled, was owing 
to his Virtue and good Conduct; no Thanks 
to the Presbyterians. | 28 

Nor was King Charles ſcarce warm in his 
Throne, before they broke out into a new 
Rebellion, and continued inceſſant Diſturbers 
of his whole Reign, ſometimes with ſham 


Tf 


22 ) 
Tt was likewiſe obſerved by the ſame learn- 
kd Lord, that they were hardly uſed, fined, 
baniſhed and impriſoned. Be it fo, but it 
was not on 2 Religious Account ; they might 
be puniſhed for Breach of the Law, diſturbing 
the publick Peace, for illegal Meetings and 
Aſſemblies, and other State Crimes; but what 
was there more in that than the preſent Caſe 
of the Nonjurors? | | 
The Clemency of that Reign, even to Dif- 
ſenters, has been ſufficiently vindicated by a 
noble Earl, who was called up, by ſome Re- 
flections which fell from a Reverend Prelate, 


to give an Account of the intended Gompre- 


Beuſian. The Church opened her Arms, the 
Clergy and Prelates, the King condeſcended to 
invite them with all the Temptations of In- 
dulgence and Chriſtian Charity; but what was 
the Return? Nothing but a moroſe haughty 
Deportment, ſevere Contradictions, or ſullen 
Evaſions; they ſcorned to enter our Churches, 
as Brethren and Fellow-Chriſtians, but as 


Conquerors and Plunderers; They have no 


Grace but what is ſounded on Dominion. 
Their Behaviour, in the ſubſequent Reign of 
King James, is freſh in every one's Memory; 
that unhappy PRINCE was undone, by giving 
Attention i their Addreſſes, and depending 
upon their Promuics. „ 


4 Earl of Netting han, NT ED 
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But 'tis ſaid, They have been not orily 


quiet ſince, but have appear d zealous for the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment. And no wonder, for 
who but themſelves, or their Favourers, have 
been thought worthy to be eountenanced. 
A noble Lord, enquiring into the Reaſon 
of the preſent univerſal — (for ſuch, 
I find, it is agreed to be on all Hands) has 
been pleaſed to impute it to Miſconduct in the 
Adminiſtration ; a little unluckily, I confeſs, 
ſince it was anſwered ; That, at the Time, 
when that Diſcontent moſt flamed, his Lord- 
ſhip himſelf was at the Head of the Admini- 


ſtration. 


Another noble Lord, very deſervedly, in a 
high Station, charged it upon Fate, the Ma- 
lignity of the Stars, a certain unaccountable 
Diſpoſition in the Heavens, for which there is 
no apparent Reaſon or Remedy. "7 - 

But the Reaſon is plain, flagrant and noto- 
rious : The early Impatience and Preſumption 
of the Diſſenters, their inſolent and nndiflem- 
bled Expectations, their open Inſults of the 
Clergy, their fixing Bills on our Churches; 
with this ſcandalous Inſcription, A HOUSE 
TO BE LETT: Their publick Vindication 
of the Murder of King Charles; their vile 
Reflections on the Memory of Queen Anne, 
for eyer dear to the People of England; be- 
ſides many other indecent arrogant Provocati- 
ons (too many to enumerate) was too much 


* 


WY) - 
to bear; ſo that the Violences that enſued, let 


the Aggreſſors anſwer for: But then their aQ- 


ing all this, not only with Impunity, but with 


a Reward ont of the publick Treaſure, was more 
than a ſufficient Ground for Jealouſy. 
A Noble Duke ſeems, with ſome Warmth, 
to have taken Offence, that the Roman Ca- 
tholicks and Diflenters haye been mentioned 
in the Debate upon the ſame Level; whereas 
their Religion is High Treaſon: But I never 
yet underitood, that their Religion was High 
Treaſon, Indeed I have heard, that it might 
be High Treaſon to make Converts to it; and, 
by the fame Reaſon, the Reformed Religion 
may be High Treaſon in Popiſh Countries: 
But if we may compare them with the Diſ⸗ 
ſenters, upon a Foot of Merit, with reſpect to 
the Government, the Catbolicks, as far as has 
been yet made to appear, have infinitely the 
Advantage. To whom do we owe our Magna 
Charta? To our ancient Barons Unreformed; 
and were there not as many Struggles for Li- 
berty before the Reformation as ſince? | 
To whom do we owe the Revolution but 
to Catholick Powers? Even the Pope himſelf 
united, to encourage and ſupport the Prince of 
Orange in his Undertaking. 


To whom do we owe our preſent Security 
in the Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment, but to the 
moſt Potent, the moſt Arbitrary, the moſt Fa- 
mous for. Perſecution of all the Popiſh Powers, 
| the 
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the moſt Inveterate and Implacable Enemies of | 


the Proteſtant Perſuaſion, France, Savoy, and 
the Emperor 5 And have not the Miniſters, 
one aſter another, aſſured us, That theſe mortal 


Enemies to our Souls in another World, are 
our only Guarantees for out Salvation in 


this ? 

Our Proteſtant Brethren the Hates, were 
neither conſulted nor intruſted, but ſeem to 
have been left like Slaves to follow the Dic- 
tates of Great Britain and France, and to ac- 
cede implicitely at their Peril; They have, how- 
ever, thought fit hitherto to continue Diſſent- 


ers, tho' perhaps they may in Time occaſio- 
nally conform, as Circumſtances may happen 


to preſs; but till then, our only truſty Allies 
are our good Catholick Friends. | 
If any Man can fay as much for the Diſſent- 


ers, let him ſpeak; the Reyerend Prelates, who 


have exerted in this Debate, having been pre- 
pared to fulminate againſt the Teſt, without be- 
ing admitted into the Secret of withdrawing 
the 
their Quivers in the Air, 

One indeed there is *, who muſt not he for- 
got, who wandering beyond the reſt in a long 
hiſtorical Collection from Pamphlets and Li- 
bels, has let himſelf looſe againſt the ſacred 
Memory of the Royal Martyr; He has accuſed 
Him, if not of all Popery, of half Popery, very 


near © 


* Fiſhop Git/ev,, then Biſhop of Licon, pow of Loudon, 


Queſtion, have unfortunately employed. 
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near Popery, almoſt all Popery: Why would 
he not ſpeak out? For what means this School- 
Diſtinction, betwixt aft a Papiſt and quite ? 
Hard Fate of the beſt of Men and Kings! 
He who renounced the Purple to preſerye 

the Lawn, who died for the Church, and who 
is commemorated as a Martyr for the Church, 
is yet expoſed within an Age after his Deſcent 
from the Scaffold to the Grave, to be murdered 
over again in Fame, even in the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, by a Succeſſor in that 
venerable Order, that very Epiſcopacy, ſor 
which he ſacrificed his Liberty, his Liſe, his 
Crown! 


" # 


The execrable Wretch, who ſever'd his Head 
from his Body, perform'd the inhuman Office 
in a Mask; but this Holy Executioner, who 
cuts what the Ax could not hurt, what the 
Regicides could not take from him, His good 
Name, has not been aſhamed to attempt it 


bare- fac d. It grieyes me, that this Animad- || 
verſion ſhould fall to my Lot, to the Lot of 


any private Lord: I was in Hopes, a general 
Indignation would have warm'd this Noble 
Aſſembly, to have made it their own Act to 
reprehend ſuch irreyerend Slanders, as would 
haye much better become a Deſcendant from 
Bradſhaw, than a Succeſſor from Laud, But 
I ask Pardon, this unlucky Reflection may 
have tranſported me too far. In a Word, that 
I may not appear prejudiced to merit ih any 

| Man, 


bend fold hat bs © od 


MT 


r Dw»twacq e _oÞ>4 / 


„ 
Man, I will conclude with this Motion, That 
a Lift be laid before us of ſuch Diſſenters by 
Name, as haye in any Kind merited from the 


Publick, and I will moſt readily come into any 


Meaſures, that may diſtinguiſh them and their 
particular Service. 


GOD forbid, but that they ſhould all have 
their r Deſerts, Re 


His MAE TT gracious D E. 


CLARAT ION, To all his Lo- 
ving Subjects, for 884 of Con- 


cience. 


FAMES R. 


I} having pleaſed Almighty GOD, not on- 


ly to bring us to the Imperial Crown of 
theſe Kingdowe through the greateſt Difficul- 
ties, but to preſerve us by a more than ordi- 
nary Providence, upon the Throne of our 
Royal Anceſtors ; there is nothing now that 
We ſo earneſtly deſire, as to eſtabliſh Our Go- 
vernment on ſuch a Foundation, as may make 
Our Subjects happy, and unite them to Us by 
Inclination as well as Duty; which we think 
can be done by no Means ſo effectually, as by 
granting to them the free Exereiſe of their 
| Df J%ſ( 
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Religion ſor the Time to come, and add that 
to the perfect Enjoyment of their Property, 
which has neyer been in any Caſe invaded by 
Us ſince Our coming to the Crown: Which 
being the two Things Men value moſt, ſhall 
ever be preſerved in theſe Kingdoms, during 
Our Reign oyer them, as the trueſt Methods 
of their Peaee and Our Glory. We cannot but 
hearitly wiſh, as it will eaſily be believed, 
that all the People of Our Dominions were 
Members of the Catholick Church; yet we 
humbly thank Almighty GOD, it is, and 
' hath of long Time been Our conſtant Senſe and 
Opinion (which, upon divers Occaſions, we 
have declared) that Conſcience ought not to be 
conſtrained, nor People forced in Matters of meer, 
Religion: It has ever been directly contrary 
to Our Inclination, as We think it is to the In- 
tereſt of Government, which it deſtroys by ſpoi- 
ling Trade, depopulating Countries, and diſ- 
couraging Strangers: And finally, that it ne- 
ver obtained the End for which it was imploy- 
ed; and in this, We are the more confirmed by the 
Reflect ions We have made upon the Conduct of 
the Four laſt Reigns. For after all the frequent 
and preſſing Endeavours that were uſed in each 
of them, to reduce this Kingdom to an exact 
Conformity in Religion, it is viſible the Suc- 
ceſs has not anſwered the Deſign, and that the 
Difficulty is invincible ; We therefore, out of 
Our Princely Care and Affection unto all Our 
V 0 loving 
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loving Subjects, that rhey may live at Eaſe 
and Quiet, and for the Increaſe of Trade, and 
Encouragement of Strangers, have thought fit, 


by virtue of Our Royal Prerogative, to iſſue 


ſorth this our Declaration of Indulgence; ma- 


king no Doubt of the Concurrence of Our Two 
Houſes of Parliament, when We ſhall think it 


convenient for them to meet. = 


* , 


In the firſt Place, We do declare, That We 


will protect and maintain Our Archbiſhops, Bi- 


ſhops, and Clergy, and all other our Subjects 


of the Church of England, in the free Exerciſe 


of their Religion, as .by Law eſtabliſhed, and 


in the quiet and full Enjoyment of all their 


Poſſeſſions, without any Moleſtation or Diſtur- 
bance whatſoever. - | i 

We do likewiſe declare, That it is our Royal 
Will and Pleaſure, That from henceforth the 


Execution of all, and all Manner of Penal Laws 
in Matters Eccleſiaſtical, for not coming to 
Church, or not receiving the Sacrament, or for 


any other Non-conformity to the Religion e- 
ſtabliſned, or for, or by Reaſon of the Exer- 


ciſe of Religion in any Manner whatſoeyer, be 
immediately ſuſpended; and the further Exe- 


cution of the ſaid Penal Laws, and every of 


them, is hereby ſuſpended. OS 
And to the End, that by the Liberty here- 

by granted, the Peace and Security of Our Go- 

vernment in the Practice thereof, may not be 


indanger d, We haye thought fit, and do hereby . ; 


ſtrait- 
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ſtraitly Charge and Command all Our Loving 


Subjects, That as we do freely give them 
Leave to meet ahd ſerve GOD, after their 
own Way and Manner, be it in private Hou- 
ſes or Places purpoſely hired or built for that 
Uſe; ſo that they take eſpecial Care, that no- 
thing be preached or taught among them, 
which may any ways tend to alienate the 
Hearts of our People from Us or our Govern- 
ment; and that their Meetings and Aſſemblies 
be peaceably, openly, and publickly held, and 
all Perſons freely admitted to them; and that 


they do ſigniſy and make known to ſome one 


or more of the next Juſtices of the Peace, what 
Place or Places they ſet a Part for thoſe Uſes. 


And that all our Subjects may enjoy ſuch 


their Religious Aſſemblies with greater Aſſu- 
rances and Protection, We have thought it requi- 
ſite, and do hereby Command, That no Diſtur- 
bance of any kind be made or given unto them, 
under Pain of Our Diſpleaſure, and to be further 
proceeded againſt, with the uttermoſt Severity, 
And, for as much as, We are deſirous to 
have the Benefit of the Service of all Our Lo- 
ving Subjects, which by the Law of Nature is 
inſeparably annexed to, and inherent in Our 
Royal Perſon : And that none of our Subjects 
may, for the future, be under any Diſcourag- 
ment or Diſability (who are otherwiſe well 
inclined and fit to ſerve Us) by Reaſon of 
ſome Oaths or Teſts, that haye been uſually 
| | admi- 
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adminiſtred on ſuch Occaſions : We do hereby 
further declare, That it is Our Royal Will 
and Pleaſure, That the Oaths commonly cal- 
led, The Oaths of Supremecy and Allegiance, 
and allo the ſeyeral Teſts and Declarations 
mentioned, in the Acts of Parliament made in 
the 25th and zoth Years of the Reign of 


Our late Royal Brother King GHAR LES 


the II. ſhall not at any Time hereafter be re- 
quired to be taken, declared, or ſubcribed, by 
any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, who is, or 


ſhall be, imployed in any Office or Place o 


Truſt either Civil or Military, under Us or in 


Our Government. And We do further declare, It 
to be Our Pleaſure and Intention, from Time 


to Time hereafter, to grant Our Royal Diſ- 


penſations nnder our Great Seal to all Our Lo- 
ving Subjects, ſo to be imployed, who ſhall 
not take the {aid Oaths, ſubſciibe, or declare 
the ſaid Teſts, or Declarations, in the above- 
mentioned Acts, and every of tlie. 

And to the End that all Our Loving Sub- 


jects may receive and enjoy the full Benefit and 


Advantage of Our gracious Indulgence hereby 
intended, and may be acquitted and diſcharged 


from all Pains, Penalties, Forfeitures and Di- 


ſabilities, by them, or any of them, incurred or 
forefeited, or which they ſhall, or may, at any 
Time, hereafter be liable to; for, or by Rea- 
fon of their Non-conformity, or the Exerciſe . 
of their Religion, and from all Suits, Troubles, 

| | „ 
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or Diſturbances for * ſame: We do hereby 
give Our free and ample Pardon unto all Non- 
conſormiſts, Recuſants, and other Our Loving 
Subjects, for all Crimes and Things by them 


committed, or done contrary, to the Penal 


Laws, formerly made, relating to Religion, 
and the Profeſſion or Exerciſe thereof. Here- 
by declaring, That this Our Royal Pardon, 
and Indemnity, ſhall be as good and effectual 
to all Intents and Purpoſes, as if, every indivi- 


dual Perſon had been therein particularly nam'd, 


or had particular Pardons under our Great 
Seal, which We do likewiſe declare, ſhall from 
Time to Time be granted unto any Perſon or 
Perſons defiring the fame : Willing and Requi- 
ring Our ſudges, - Juſtices, and other Officers, 
to take-Notice of, and obey, Our Royal Will 
and Pleaſure, herein before declared. 
And, although the Freedom and Aſſurance 
We have hereby given, in Relation to Religion 
and Property, might be ſufficient to remove 
from the Minds of Our loving Subjects, all Fears 
and Jealouſies in Relation to either; yet We 
have thought fit, further tc Jeclare, That We 
will maintain them in all their Properties and 
Poſſeſſions, as well of Church and Abby- 
Lands, as, in any other, their Lands and Pro- 
perties whatſoeyer. =. e 
Given at Our Cort, at Whitehall, the fourth Day of A- 
pril, 1687. In the Third Year of Our Reign. 


